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f alluring  interests,  the  Lehigh  University  has  peculiar  advantages  for  its  work.  The  technical  education 
is  thorough  and  comprehensive , and  there  are  advantages  for  the  best  classical  culture. 
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WITH  THE  FIRST  NUMBER  OF 

“The  Burr,”  for  1882 

ifc  5jC  5yC  5yC  5yC  5}C  2*C  3js  5?C 

WE  WISH  ALL  OUR  FRIENDS 

A HAPPY  NEW  YEAR! 

5f=5fC5f=5jC5f:5j«5J<5fC3jC5lC 

"[EXTENDING  our  hearty  thanks  for  their  liberal  patronage  during  the  year  just  closed,  and  wish- 
-L'  ing  for  all  a prosperous  future. 

With  ample  experience  and  excellent  facilities  for  supplying 

BOOKS,  STATIONERY,  PERIODICALS,  MUSIC,  &c. 

including  a number  of  specialties  in  these  lines  used  by  all  connected  with  the  University,  we  hope  to 
merit  their  continued  patronage,  by  liberal  dealing,  and  the  prompt  execution  of  all  orders  entrusted  to  us. 


“THE  BURR” 
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FOR  the  first  time  in  our  short  history  it 
becomes  our  pleasure  to  welcome,  and 
difficult  task  to  criticise  another  publication 
emanating  from  Lehigh.  Knowing  full  well  the 
difficulties  attending  the  production  of  an  Epi- 
tome, ’84  has  the  congratulations  of  the  Burr. 
To  praise  or  find  fault  with  every  thing  in  the 
Epitome  would  be  a long  and  prosy  undertak- 
ing. Let  us  select  a few  characteristics.  The 
cover  is  handsome,  in  fine  taste,  but  is  unfor- 
tunate in  that  no  thumb  can  leave  it  spotless. 
The  full-page  platinum  print  of  Dr.  Lamberton 
is  a capital  likeness,  although  it  has,  in  the 
different  numbers,  a great  diversity  of  excel- 
lence— the  fault  of  the  photographer.  The 
cuts  of  Packer  Hall  and  the  Library  are  first 
rate;  the  rest  are  fair.  The  “Quotations”  are 
very  apt.  The  statistical  matter  needs  no  com- 
ments; neither  does  the  literary,  as  it  is  not,  or 
at  least  should  not  be,  one  of  the  chief  charac- 
teristics of  such  a publication.  Had  we  not  so 


many  unpaid  subscriptions  in  the  different 
classes  we  might  be  inclined  to  criticise  their 
histories.  But,  no  ! Of  the  title  page  we  can 
only  say  it  is  poor.  In  the  press  work  the 
printer  did  the  Epitome  credit.  Among  the 
statistics  we  see  that  Chi  Phi  has  sixteen  active 
members,  and  Delta  Tail  Delta  nine  ; each  has 
four  in  the  freshmen  class.  The  Engineering 
Society  has  twenty-five  members,  the  Literary 
Society  eighteen.  The  general  merits  of  the 
Epitome  form  a question  on  which  there  are 
diverse  opinions,  and  which  the  reader  can  best 
determine  for  himself.  In  some  respects  it 
surpasses  its  predecessors ; and  in  some  not. 
Those  who  are  well  acquainted  with  all  the 
facts  know  that  its  editors  labored  under  great 
disadvantages  in  numerous  instances. 

AS  most  of  our  exchanges  pointedly  re- 
mark, the  vacation  is  over  and  it  is  now 
time  to  get  down  to  work  again.  We  do  not 
think  it  necessary  for  us  to  exhort  our  readers 
to  return  to  their  studies  with  redoubled  ener- 
gies, as  our  friends,  the  faculty,  have  provided 
a much  more  powerful  incentive  in  the  numer- 
ous conditions-  they  so  generously  distributed 
at  the  end  of  last  term.  A man  who  has  from 
one  to  four  conditions  to  make  up  within  two 
or  three  weeks  of  the  opening  of  the  term  will 
not  wait  for  our  suggestion  to  begin  studying; 
while  those  who  escaped  untouched  have  not 
yet  finished  celebrating  that  event. 

THERE!  have  been  numerous  and  import- 
ant changes  made  in  the  various  tech- 
nical courses  since  last  term,  but  we  have  been 
unable  to  obtain 'definite  information  in  regard 
to  them.  The  appearance  of  the  Register 
which  is  now  in  press  will  clear  up  the  matter — 
until  then  confusion  reigns.  Some  courses  in 
particular  have  been  very  much  improved  and 
1 at  the  same  time  rendered  much  more  difficult. 
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Making  German  obligatory  throughout  the 
course  has  complicated  matters  considerably, 
as  many  who  dropped  that  for  French  last 
June,  will  have  to  take  it  up  again  and  go  on 
with  those  who  have  been  studying  it  all  last 
term.  The  matter  of  having  essays  and  ora- 
tions in  all  the  classes,  occasions  some  grumb- 
ling at  the  extra  work,  but  all  see  the  need  of 
such  an  arrangement  and  the  benefit  to  be  de- 
rived from  it.  It  is  a decided  improvement  all 
around. 

WITH  the  opening  of  this  term,  the  new 
plan  of  taxation  adopted  by  the  Ath- 
letic Association  at  their  last  meeting,  goes 
into  effect.  That  is,  the  payment  of  a monthly 
tax  of  30  cents  per  capita  ; the  obje6l  of  this 
arrangement  being  to  reduce  each  payment, 
while  the  whole  amount  realized  will  be  in- 
creased. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  result, 
as  intended,  in  a more  general  payment  of  these 
Athletic  dues  ; but  we  rather  doubt  it.  There 
are  certain  persons  in  this,  and  we  suppose  in 
every  other  college,  who  have  conscientious 
scruples  against  paying  out  the  smallest  amount 
of  cash  unless  they  can  see  right  before  their 
noses  some  immediate  and  equivalent  luxury  to 
be  obtained  thereby.  These  generous  ones  are 
always  willing  to  vote  any  tax  or  appropriation 
for  others  to  be  assessed  upon,  but  never  have 
the  slightest  idea  of  paying  their  share,  and  no 
amount  of  financiering  can  get  it  out  of  them. 

But  even  among  those  who  honestly  intend 
to  pay,  among  those  who  do  not  regard  the 
class  treasurer  as  their  natural  enemy,  there 
is  a tendency  to  let  it  go,  to  wait  until  they 
have  been  button-holed  three  or  four  times  by 
that  functionary  before  they  can  be  prevailed 
upon  to  part  with  their  beloved  cash. 

When  these  become  property-holders  they 
will  find  that  the  tax  will  be  levied,  the  collec- 
tor’s notice  put  in  the  papers,  and  if  payment 
is  delayed  after  a certain  date,  ten  per  cent, 
will  be  added  ; if  the  collector  has  to  come  for 
it  he  will  charge  for  trouble  and  expenses,  after 
the  second  visit  the  property  will  go  to  the 


highest  bidder  at  a sheriff’s  sale,  and  tax,  ten 
per  cent,  additional,  colleftor’s  expenses,  sher- 
iff’s fees,  and  auctioneer's  commission  will 
come  out  of  the  proceeds. 

Of  course  it  is  neither  possible  nor  desirable 
to  proceed  to  such  lengths  in  a loose  confedera- 
tion like  a college  class  or  athletic  association, 
but  for  the  very  reason  that  payment  cannot 
be  enforced,  it  becomes  the  more  mean  and 
ungentlemanly  to  refuse  or  evade  it,  and  a 
slipshod  style  of  doing  business  contracted 
now  may  lead  to  the  dire  results  described 
above,  hereafter. 

IN  looking  over  the  calendar  for  1882  we 
noticed  a circumstance  calculated  to  make 
the  blood  of  every  true  student  boil  with  in- 
dignation. The  unprincipled  wretch  who  ar- 
ranged the  calendar  has  made  Ash  Wednesday 
fall  on  Washington’s  birthday;  thus  crowding 
two  of  our  four  holidays  this  term  into  one. 
It  is  an  outrage  on  collegiate  humanity.  It  is 
a blow  struck  at  the  great  underlying  prin- 
ciple of  students’  rights — the  principle  of  a 
generous  allotment  and  rigid  observance  of 
holidays.  For  we  feel  certain  that,  this  pre- 
cedent once  established,  it  will  become  the 
point  of  a wedge  destined  to  squeeze  the  life 
out  of  every  holiday  in  the  second  term.  Next 
year  the  villainous  almanac  maker  will  crowd 
Good  Friday  in  with  these  two  and  then  De- 
coration day  will  follow  suite;  soon  Washing- 
ton’s birthday  will  come  on  Sunday,  the  faculty 
will  seize  the  opportunity  to  abolish  them  all, 
and  we  shall  be  left  to  grind  on  from  January 
to  June  without  having  a single  day  on  which 
we  can  cut  and  not  have  to  torture  our  con- 
sciences with  the  invention  of  an  excuse. 

The  prospeCt  is  indeed  frightful,  and  some- 
thing must  be  done  to  head  off  this  precedent 
1 with  its  train  of  terrible  consequences.  After 
much  thought  we  have  evolved  the  following 
petition  which  we  offer  for  the  public  use  with- 
out money  and  without  price  : 

Whereas,  One  George  Washington,  defunct, 
has  been  so  audacious  and  so  forgetful  of  the 
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liberties  of  his  countrymen  as  to  have  his 
birthday  fall  on  Ash  Wednesday,  and  ; 

Whereas,  It  is  impossible  to  fitly  celebrate 
the  birth  of  a great  soldier,  on  a day  which  is 
the  beginning  of  a season  of  fasting  and 
humilation,  a day  in  which  we  are  expended  to 
sit  in  sackcloth  and  ashes,  and 

Whereas,  It  is  desirable  to  administer  a re- 
buke to  said  George  Washington  for  pooling 
his  issues  in  the  matter  of  birthdays  with 
church  festivals,  and  thus  shocking  the  reli- 
gious sense  of  the  community,  and 

Whereas,  The  petitioners  fully  appreciate 
the  arduous  labors  of  professors  and  instruct- 
ors, and  are  always  ready  to  grant  said  pro- 
fessors and  instructors  a respite  from  said 
arduous  labors, 

Therefore,  we,  the  undersigned,  students  of 
Lehigh  University,  do  humbly  petition  the 
faculty  of  said  institution  that  Tuesday,  the 
2 1 st  day  of  February,  may  be  granted  them  as 
a holiday  in  which  to  celebrate  the  birth  of  the 
aforesaid  misguided  patriot  George  Washing- 
ton. (Signed), . 

That,  we  think,  will  fetch  ’em.  In  the  mat- 
ter of  choosing  between  Tuesday  and  Thurs- 
day for  the  proposed  holiday,  we  selected  the 
the  former  after  much  consideration  convinced 
that  there  are  more  recitations  on  that  day  than 
on  Thursday.  We  hope  the  matter  will  be 
pushed  and  the  college  saved.  As  Jefferson 
says  “Eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  holidays.” 

WHAT  SHALL  I DO  ? is  the  question 
that  eveiy  young  man  has  to  solve,  and 
on  its  solution  depends,  in  a great  measure,  his 
success  in  life.  Over  and  over  again  he  pro- 
pounds the  question  to  himself,  hesitating  be- 
tween this  calling  or  that,  until  giving  up  in 
despair  he  submits  the  choice  of  his  battle-field 
to  his  friends.  In  many  cases  he  turns  his 
hand  to  the  first  thing  that  presents  itself, 
without  giving  the  matter  any  thought,  or  con- 
sidering whether  his  talents  warrant  this  selec- 
tion. Of  course  all  men  can  not  be  successful 
in  life,  but  the  carelessness  with  which  we 


adopt  our  part  accounts  for  many  failures. 
Few  men  have  the  genius  to  adorn  whatever 
they  touch,  while  every  man  has  one  talent 
supreme  above  the  rest.  His  aim  should  be 
to  discover  that  one  talent,  and  then  to  follow 
its  lead  with  all  the  energy  at  his  command. 
We  believe  that  we  are  safe  in  saying  that  not 
one  man  in  ten  chooses  his  occupation  in  this 
manner,  either  because  he  is  drawn  off  by  some 
outside  influence,  or,  like  Thales,  he  finds  the 
most  difficult  thing  is,  to  know  one’s  self.  We 
once  heard  a distinguished  gentleman  say,  that 
he  had  no  hope  for  a young  man  who  had  not 
marked  out  his  course  in  life  before  his  eigh- 
teenth year.  To  this  there  are  some  notable 
exceptions.  However,  one  certainly  is  more 
apt  to  succeed  if,  instead  of  drifting  around 
like  a ship  without  a rudder,  he  has  some  de- 
finite aim,  some  beacon  light  to  guide  him  in 
his  education. 

The  pursuit  of  the  law  requires  peculiar 
abilities,  in  other  words  it  must  be  born  in  you. 
There  is  no  profession  that  gives  such  scope 
to  commanding  ability,  diversified  talent,  and 
universal  learning.  Its  researches  go  back  to 
the  earliest  ages  of  man.  History,  ethics, 
theology,  science,  literature,  the  languages, 
living  and  dead,  all  are  its  servants.  To  its 
votaries  it  promises  honor,  distinction  and 
happiness  as  the  reward  of  life-long  study.  No 
calling,  not  excepting  the  ministry,  brings  with 
it  greater  responsibilities,  or  more  imperatively 
demands  that  its  followers  be  honorable  and 
upright  men.  In  the  words  of  Burke  they 
should  be  a “second  priesthood  administering 
the  rights  of  sacred  justice.”  One  word  of 
caution — never  prostitute  the  profession  of  the 
law  by  attempting  to  make  it  a stepping-stone 
to  political  advancement.  You  will  be  suc- 
cessful neither  in  the  one  nor  in  the  other. 

Diplomacy,  at  the  present  day  is,  or  is  fast 
becoming  a distinCt  profession,  opening  a wide 
range  for  the  ablest  and  most  acute  minds  of 
the  day.  To  the  skilled  diplomatist  the  people 
are  always  ready  to  do  honor.  Medicine  offers 
its  distinctions,  and  a grand  opportunity  for  the 
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exercise  of  philanthropy.  A mercantile  life 
holds  out  rewards  and  emoluments.  The  army 
and  navy  each  has  its  peculiar  honors.  Agri- 
culture, with  the  grand  facilities  in  the  West 
for  its  promotion,  and  aided  by  Chemistry,  has 
become  a science. 

Engineering  however,  tempts  us  by  the  most 
extended  and  varied  field  of  labor.  It  is  be- 
yond contradiction  that  the  development  of  this 
country  in  the  past  is  greatly  indebted  to,  and 
in  the  future  will  be  largely  dependent  on,  the 
engineer.  By  his  skill  has  been  established  a 
very  net-work  of  internal  communication.  It  is 
he  that  has  brought  to  light  our  untold  mineral 
wealth, and  has  made  the  United  States, we  might 
almost  say,  the  machine-shop  of  the  world.  No 
matter  where  he  goes,  like  the  printer’s  devil, 
he  lights  on  his  feet.  Whether  he  builds  jetties 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  removes  ob- 
structions from  Hell  Gate,  or  deepens  rivers  in 
Europe;  whether  he  pierces  the  insurmount- 
able barrier  of  the  Alps  and  brings  within  a 
few  hours'  ride  countries  heretofore  as  widely 
separated  as  if  a sea  rolled  between  them ; 
whether  he  unites  worlds  by  the  Suez  Canal, 
or  cuts  the  Isthmus  of  Darien  ; whether  he 
crosses  trackless  prairies,  or  the  frozen  plains 
of  Russia,  and — like  a spider  followed  by  its 
web — spins  out  as  if  by  magic  iron  roads, 
flourishing  towns  and  villages  ; whether  he 
triumphs  over  the  jungles  of  Asia,  or  robs  the 
earth  of  its  treasure  in  California — he  applies 
the  same  rules,  the  same  skill,  the  same  science. 
No  matter  where  he  may  be,  in  what  quarter 
of  the  globe,  on  what  Continent,  or  in  what 
clime,  nature  presents  to  him  the  same  obstacles, 
human  progress  demands  the  same  assistance. 

ASUNDER. 

THEY  stood  on  the  cliff’s  on  an  angry  night, 

And  gazed  at  the  wild  foaming  sea  ; 

Said  he:  -<  If  thou  canst  not  be  mine  pretty  maid, 
Jump  into  the  wild,  foaming  water  with  me.” 

A splash  and  a groan  which  the  wind  brought  back, 
And  all  grew  calm  on  the  angry  sea  ; 

Said  he:  “ If  thou  canst  not  swim  pretty  maid, 
Good-bye,  for  too  wet  is  this  water  for  me.” 


SPRING  STILE. 

NOW  while  the  discussion  of  our  new 
gymnasium  is  at  its  height,  other  mat- 
ters of  importance  are  under  consideration. 
Foremost  among  these  is  “the  utility  of  a new 
stile  at  the  east  end  of  the  park."  As  we  un- 
derstand it  the  gymnasium  is  to  be  built  at 
this  end,  and  the  weary  athlete,  instead  of  climb- 
ing the  fence  as  at  present,  can  reach  the  Uni- 
versity buildings  on  the  outside  of  the  park  by 
walking  through  in  a civilized  manner. 

Among  all  the  favorable  arguments  in  con- 
nection with  this  discussion  appears  not  one 
weighty  item  against  it.  Some  feeble-minded 
persons  have  taken  upon  themselves  the  trouble 
of  estimating  the  expense  necessary  to  furnish 
grease  for  keeping  the  hot-boxes  of  the  stile 
from  catching  fire'.  These  evil-minded  persons 
have  offered  this  calculation  as  an  adverse  ar- 
gument; but  the  consideration  for  the  ladies 
of  Bethlehem,  waives  all  expense,  and  keeps 
the  advocates  of  the  stile  “ floating  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  occasion."  It  is  indeed  a terrible 
leap  from  the  top  of  that  high  fence  to  the 
ground  ! And  it  is  painful  to  see  the  shudders 
run  through  the  gentler  sex  as  they  stand  on 
that  fence-top,  with  one  eye  on  the  ground  be- 
. low  and  the  other  on  the  — “ University  build- 
ings outside  the  park,”  contemplating  the  awful 
leap  before  them.  The  other  eye  conquers, 
however,  and  the  leap  is  taken.  Alas,  what 
I danger  ! And  are  we  not  then  to  have  a stile  ? 

POLITICAL  EDUCATION. 

WITHIN  a short  period  past  there  has 
grow  n a desire  for  a more  extensive 
training  in  the  Science  of  Politics  and  in  those 
studies  which,  it  is  hoped,  would  better  fit  our 
rising  young  men  for  the  duties  and  respon- 
sibilities of  citizenship,  and  would  lead  to  the 
attainment  of  high  governmental  positions 
those  whose  tastes  and  abilities  fit  them  for  an 
active  politician’s  life.  It  is  certainly  true  that 
too  many  of  our  politicians  have  won  their 
way  by  intrigue,  partisanship  or  a lavish  ex- 
I penditure  of  money,  and  not  from  their  real 
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merit.  Some  sort  of  a preliminary  training 
was  found  necessary,  and  our  colleges  have 
not  been  behindhand  in  answering  these  de- 
mands. For  many  years  instruction  has  been 
given  in  Political  Economy,  at  least,  and  in 
many  cases  the  course  has  been  more  extended. 
Still  what  was  needed  was  not  accomplished 
until  only  of  late.  Within  a few  years,  courses 
of  study  in  Political  Science  have  been  added 
in  some  few  colleges  with  the  purpose  of 
qualifying  young  men  for  an  aCtive  political 
career ; but  no  sooner  do  these  courses  come 
into  existence  than  the  question  arises  as  to 
how  far  they  are  adapted  to  meet  the  wants. 
A graduate  from  such  a course  would  in  no 
manner  be  competent  to  run  a caucus  or  to 
procure  by  electioneering,  wire-pulling,  and 
the  many  devices  of  the  “ political,"  the  eleCtion 
of  himself  or  his  adherents.  In  the  theory  of 
the  government,  both  of  our  own  and  of  Euro- 
pean nations,  in  the  methods  of  taxation  and 
of  revenue,  in  the  general  principles  of  politi- 
cal science,  we  do  not  doubt  that  we  would 
find  him  well  versed  and  even  superior  in  such 
attainments  to  many  older  men  aCtively  en- 
gaged in  administering  the  laws,  and  superin- 
tending and  sustaining  the  welfare  of  the 
nation ; but  he  will  be  obliged  to  overcome 
many  difficulties  and  pass  a great  portion  of 
his  life — and  it  may  be  for  naught — before  he 
will  be  in  a position  from  which  he  can  put  in 
pradice  the  principles  learnt  while  at  college. 
The  expense  of  the  three  or  four  years  study 
combined  with  the  uncertainties  of  success 
after  graduation,  exclude  from  these  schools  of 
politics  the  poor  and  even  those  of  moderate 
means.  If  the  graduates  are  poor  there  is  lit- 
tle hope  that  they  will  attain  political  honors 
and  distinction  ; if  rich,  they  are  too  apt  to  rely 
on  their  wealth  alone  and  would  not  be  of  the 
stamp  we  wish  to  have  govern  and  shape  the 
destiny  of  our  country.  The  uncertainties  to 
which  all  politicians  are  exposed,  should  com- 
pel the  careful  consideration  and  thought  of 
every  one  before  entering  such  a career.  To 
make  a life-success  of  it  the  heart  and  sym- 


pathy of  the  people  must  continually  accom- 
pany the  politician — when  these  are  taken 
away  he  must  descend  from  the  ladder  he  has 
been  climbing,  and  only  to  make  way  for 
another.  Very  small  errors  suffice  to  over- 
throw the  good  feelings  of  his  constituents, 
and  the  subversion  is  final.  A fallen  politician 
is  a poor  stick  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  His 
abilities  for  all  kinds  of  business  have  left  him. 
He  is  constantly  watching  and  waiting  for 
“something  to  turn  up"  and  it  never  does. 
The  names  of  very  few  of  our  political  leaders 
are  of  long  duration — the  majority  die  when 
their  owners  do.  We  can  only  doubt  if  the 
political  schools  can  be  of  the  practical  benefit 
predicted  of  them  at  first.  The  knowledge  to 
be  derived  from  a course  of  study  in  them 
would  be  beneficial  to  any  one,  but  very  few 
would  voluntarily  pursue  such  a course  unless 
they  intended  to  devote  their  lives  to  politics. 

A VACATION  VAGARY.  . 

IT  was  Christmas  night.  The  Christmas 
dinner,  or  rather  that  particular  portion  ab- 
sorbed by  one  of  Lehigh’s  most  abstemious 
sons,  was  getting  in  its  best  blows  against  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  the  individual  men- 
tioned ; and  his  brain,  or  at  least  the  cavity 
provided  by  nature  for  that  organ,  sympathiz- 
ing with  his  stomach,  his  mind  wandered  off 
into  dreamland  by  one  of  the  roughest  roads 
that  lead  in  that  direction.  And  there  the  fol- 
lowing queer  fantasy  wrought  itself  out  before 
his  tortured  imagination. 

It  seems  that  Santa  Claus,  that  hirsute  bene- 
faCtor  of  youth  and  innocence,  had  been  read- 
ing the  paper  lately  and  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  his  methods  were  getting  a little 
old-fashioned ; he  was  disgusted  with  driving 
his  sleigh  over  bare  ground  and  tin  roofs, 
squeezing  his  jack  boots  and  ulster  down  six  by 
eight  chimneys,  and  stuffing  candy  and  jumping 
jacks  into  cotton  socks.  He  resolved  to  be- 
come a public  benefaCtor,  do  his  giving  all  in 
a lump,  and  so  get  his  name  in  the  papers.  It 
was  too  late  to  subscribe  to  the  Garfield  fund, 
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it  was  the  wrong  season  for  a poor  children’s 
excursion,  soup  kitchens  were  played  out,  and 
so  he  decided  to  begin  with  the  colleges.  In 
running  down  the  list  he  came  across  that 
poverty-stricked  institution,  Lehigh  University, 
with  its  beggarly  endowment  of  $3,000,000. 
“ There,”  said  the  old  gent,  slapping  his  thigh, 
“ There  is  a grand  opportunity  to  aid  the  de- 
serving poor.”  He  telephoned  down  immedi- 
ately to  find  out  what  was  needed  most,  and 
quick  came  the  answer  back  in  Jim’s  well- 
known  tones,  “A  gymnasium  and  a new  labor- 
atory.” Santa  Claus  was  somewhat  staggered 
by  the  bulky  nature  of  the  gift,  but  like  a good- 
natured  old  simpleton,  he  sent  off  to  the  archi- 
tect of  the  Harvard  gymnasium  and  ordered 
one  similar  to  that,  at  the  same  time  advertis- 
ing for  proposals  on  the  laboratory. 

The  indecent  haste  with  which  the  old  gen- 
tleman aCted  in  this  matter  is  painfully  evident. 
If  he  had  been  a college  trustee  he  would  have 
sent  for  some  old  architeft  in  Philadelphia  who 
never  saw  a gymnasium,  and  kept  him  draw- 
ing plans  for  a decade  or  two,  while  the  college 
kept  on  graduating  round-shouldered  engineers 
and  weak-kneed  athletes  ; still  we  must  excuse 
the  old  saint  as  his  early  advantages  were 
limited. 

The  buildings  arrived  C.  O.  D.  at  his  office 
the  night  before  Christmas,  and  early  the  next 
morning  the  happy  donor  started  off  with  his 
stoutest  reindeer  team  ; but  they  stuck  fast  be- 
fore clearing  the  front  gate  and  would  have 
remained  there  till  this  time  probably  if  young 
Sant,  who  was  home  on  the  Christmas  vaca- 
tion, had  not  suggested  balloons.  This  idea 
was  soon  put  in  practice  and  they  sailed  off 
with  Santa  Claus  sitting  on  the  doorstep  and 
the  reindeer  team  hanging  by  the  traces. 
When  they  arrived  over  the  park,  the  trustees 
were  sent  for  to  decide  where  he  should  drop 
the  buildings.  They  were  astonished  and 
shocked  at  the  sudden  and  unusual  manner  in 
which  the  Hon.  S.  Claus  had  afted,  they 
should  have  been  consulted  and  the  customary 
amount  of  red  tape  unrolled,  they  would  have 


referred  it  to  the  executive  committee,  the  ex- 
ecutive committee  would  have  appointed  a sub- 
committee, and  the  sub-committee  would  have 
conferred  with  Mr.  Claus  about  the  matter.  Be- 
sides, there  was  no  good  site  for  the  buildings  in 
the  park  at  present,  if  put  in  front  of  the  library 
they  hide  that  building,  if  placed  back  of  the 
library.it  would  spoil  their  appearance, if — “But,” 
said  Santa  Claus,  breaking  in  abruptly  “ Where 
is  that  ‘ 1 1 5 acres  of  land  in  South  Bethlehem’ 
that  the  Register  talks  about?"  “ Impossible,” 
said  the  others,  “ that  valuable  property  is 
rented  for  goat  pastures  at  fifty  cents  an  acre;  if 
we  should  put  the  buildings  there  the  goat 
owners  would  refuse  to  pay  their  rent,  and  thus 
our  principal  source  of  income  would  be  cut 
off ; besides  the  goats  would  make  regular 
butts  of  the  students.”  The  pun  was  too  much 
for  the  equanimity  of  an  old  heathen  like  Santa 
Claus;  with  a growl  of  disgust  he  cut  the  ropes 
and  down  came  the  gymnasium  crashing 
through  the  library.  The  crash  snapped  the 
charm  and  our  hero  awoke  to  misery  and  an 
interrupted  calculation  as  to  the  specific  gravity 
of  his  mother’s  Christmas  'mince  pies,  triple  ex- 
tract, and  the  percentage  of  woody  fibre, — com- 
monly called  stick — which  they  contained. 

THE  CHINESE  STUDENTS. 

THK  history  of  the  Chinese  students  re- 
cently ordered  home,  if  written  out  in 
full,  would  form  a story  of  the  most  absorbing 
interest.  The  many  sharply  contrasted  and 
striking  situations  produced  by  the  transfer  of 
one  hyndred  and  twenty  young  men  from  the 
extreme  East  to  the  extreme  West,  and  then 
without  word  or  warning,  back  again  to  the 
East,  would  throw  into  the  shade  the  scenes  of 
the  most  sensational  of  novels.  The  letters  of 
those  students  who  can  get  the  opportunity  to 
write  their  friends  in  this  country  are  full  of 
ludicrous  accounts  of  their  adventures,  pain 
and  disappointment  at  the  suspicion  with 
which  they  are  regarded  by  the  government, 
and  a deep-seated  determination  to  return,  if 
possible,  and  complete  their  education,  mingled 
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with  a most  energetic  and  Christian  hatred  for 
the  Tartar  commissioner  who  caused  their  re- 
call by  his  lying  misrepresentations. 

The  officer  who  had  them  in  charge  on  the 
homeward  journey  lost  in  Yokohama  his  trunk 
containing  all  the  official  documents  which 
were  to  introduce  them  to  the  authorities  as 
the  government  students.  Fearing  the  conse- 
quences of  such  carelessness  he  turned  them 
over  to  a caterer  who  contracted  to  board  and 
lodge  them  at  fifty  cents  a head  per  day,  and 
left  for  parts  unknown. 

The  caterer,  with  an  eye  to  business,  and  a 
development  of  cheek  worthy  of  a New  York 
politician,  placed  them  in  a deserted,  vermin- 
haunted  old  building,  kept  them  on  six  cents  a 
day  and  put  the  remaining  forty-four  in  his 
pocket  tor  his  trouble.  Naturally  a little  diffident 
about  having  this  self-sacrificing  arrangement 
known  to  the  public  he  confined  the  boys, 
within  the  building.  They  kicked  up  such  a 
terrible  row,  however,  that  he  was  at  length 
compelled  to  let  three  out  on  parole,  these 
communicated  with  their  friends  and  through 
their  efforts  permission  was  obtained  to  bail 
the  rest  out,  with  the  understanding  that  they 
should  not  leave  the  city,  Shanghai,  and  that 
they  were  liable  to  be  confined  again  on  the 
commission  of  any  misdemeanor,  or  at  the 
caprice  of  the  government.  They  now  directed 
all  their  energies  to  the  task  of  setting  them- 
selves right  with  the  government.  Well  know- 
ing that  no  letter  of  theirs  could  reach  head- 
quarters, they  met  every  day  and  translated  for 
the  Chinese  papers,  articles  which  had  ap- 
peared concerning  them  in  American  news- 
papers, hoping  thus  to  catch  the  eye  of  the 
officials.  At  a dinner  given  them  in  the 
American  style — which  is  considered  the  fash- 
ionable thing  now  in  the  seaport  cities — by  the 
uncle  of  one  of  the  students,  after  the  speeches 
of  welcome,  of  thanks,  etc.,  a l'Americaine,  the 
students  asked  and  obtained  permission  to  sing 
some  college  songs.  It  must  have  been  a most 
affedfing  scene,  a score  or  so  of  fellows  ar- 
rayed in  full  Mandarin  dress  roaring  out  “We 


won’t  go  home  till  morning  ” or  “ John  Brown 
had  a little  Injun,”  to  a circle  of  fat  and  ad- 
miring friends.  However  the  performance 
“took”,  and  their  host  was  so  pleased  that  he 
made  a speech  in  which  he  swore  by  the  great 
horn  spoon,  or  the  Chinese  equivalent,  that  he 
would  use  all  his  influence  to  obtain  their  re- 
turn to  America.  The  boys  responded  with 
“ The  sweet  bye  and  bye,”  (i.  e.,  when  we  get 
back  to  Yankeedom)  and  the  meeting  was  dis- 
missed. 

Their  prospers  are  brightening  considerably ; 
twenty  who  were  pursuing  engineering  courses 
have  been  sent  South  to  Fu  Chow,  and  twenty 
who  were  to  be  lawyers,  have  been  sent  North 
to  Tien  T.sin,  the  seaport  of  Pekin. 

The  change  from  the  freedom  and  aCtivity 
of  college  life  and  the  close-fitting  convenience 
of  American  dress  to  the  oppressive  dignity 
and  flowing  robes  of  Mandarin  life  and  dress 
is  very  irksome  to  many.  The  correspondent, 
from  whose  letters  the  facts  of  this  rambling 
article  have  been  gathered,  whose  swift,  curved 
pitching,  and  brilliant  catching  rendered  him 
the  pride  and  main  stay  of  the  Academy  nine, 
bewails  his  enforced  inactivity  and  growing 
corpulence.  His  account  of  a visit  of  him- 
self and  companions  to  the  viceroy  of  the 
province  in  which  they  are  stationed  is  very 
amusing.  They  were  arrayed  in  all  the  glory 
of  silk  robes,  number  nineteen  shoes  and 
Mandarin  hats  — the  latter  article  which 
they  always  have  to  wear  when  in  the  official 
presence  is  made  of  wood,  flat,  and  about  three 
feet  in  diameter — the  streets  through  which 
they  rode  were  strings  of  mud  holes ; the 
carriage,  the  most  stylish  they  could  procure, 
was  “ like  a butcher’s  cart,  only  smaller  and 
dirtier  ” — there  were  no  seats  and  no  springs. 
Down  they  sat  on  the  bottom,  and  when  the 
wheel  went  down  in  a hole,  they  followed,  but 
the  hat,  owing  to  its  inertia  and  parachute  like 
form,  was  too  much  for  the  attraction  of  gravi- 
tation,  and  remained  suspended  in  its  original 
position  until  the  up  stroke  was  half-finished 
I when  it  would  come  down  over  one  eye. 
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The  boys  are  evidently  bearing  themselves 
in  a manner  worthy  of  their  position  and  the 
teachings  of  their  foster  country ; submitting, 
under  protest,  to  many  little  inconveniences 
and  indignities  now,  that  they  may  rule  bye 
and  bye.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  their  efforts 
to  return  will  be  successful,  as  three  years 
more  of  study  would  do  more  good,  by  ren- 
dering their  previous  acquirements  'available, 
than  all  the  work  of  the  seven  or  eight  years 
spent  in  this  country.  Their  friends  of  all 
ages  and  both  sexes  would  gladly  welcome 
them  to  parlor  and  class-room,  and  the  good 
understanding  at  present  existing  between  the 
oldest  and  youngest  nation  on  the  earth  would 
be  cemented  into  a bond  of  eternal  friendship. 

A TRAVELING  EPISODE. 

ABOUT  nine  o’clock  one  evening  might 
have  been  seen  a young  man  standing 
upon  the  platform  of  a depot  in  Western  Penn- 
sylvania, waiting  for  the  Eastern  express  train, 
and  whistling  some  of  the  soothing  tunes  from 
“ Patience.” 

Wm.  St.  George  Jones,  was  the  name  of  the 
young  Adonis,  called  “ Billie  ” by  his  dearest 
friends  before  he  went  to  college,  but  now  his 
card  reads:  “ Mr.  St.  George  Jones,”  sans  Wm., 
the  latter  having  been  dropped  when  he  stopped 
parting  his  hair  in  the  side.  Whether  it  was 
the  extraordinarily  small  size  of  his  pantaloons 
and  the  shortness  of  his  top  coat  or  the  debili- 
tating effebts  of  a Christmas  holiday’s  dissipa- 
tion that  made  him  look  so  intensely  thin,  is  a 
difficult  question. 

At  last  the  train  arrived,  and  St.  George 
fetched  a sigh  as  he  asked : “ Philadelphia 
sleeper?”  “Yes  sail!  jus’  lemmie  ’ave  your 
satchel,  sail.” 

“ Lower  berth  ?”  “ Have  to  see  conductor 
sah.”  The  condubtor  was  a small  wiry  man 
with  a tired  look,  who  after  the  usual  amount 
of  talking  and  deliberating,  condescended  to 
accommodate  St.  George  with  an  upper  berth 
over  the  wheels.  The  victim  amused  himself 
ten  minutes  in  trying  to  get  soul  and  body  into 


that  berth  without  taking  the  curtains  as  well 
and  knocking  the  lamp  down  with  his  head. 
He  lay  there  six  hours  wondering  which  direc- 
tion his  battered  carcass  would  take  next.  At 
six  o’clock  he  was  up  much  to  his  disgust,  as 
he  found  it  difficult  to  rise  at  eight  when  home, 
but  being  a modest  young  man  did  not  like  to 
entertain  the  other  passengers  by  making  his 
toilet  before  them  as  he  would  have  to  do  if  he 
did  not  rise  at  an  early  hour.  Opposite  him 
sat  a plain  looking  young  lady  from  the  West, 
who  seemed  to  have  a great  respect  for  the 
train  boy  as  she  answered  : “ No,  sir,"  to  his 
invitation  to  buy  “ sweet  Florida  oranges,” 
“ gum  drops,”  or  “ New  York  papers  ” one  day 
old,  thanked  him  for  the  books  (left  at  her  seat 
and  proceeded  to  read  the  last  few  pages  of 
each  to  see  how  it  “ comes  out.”)  Behind  was 
a party  of  three  ladies,  four  children,  ditto 
dolls,  a good-natured  dog,  and  bundles  ad  in- 
finitum. The  mother  read  novels  or  slept, 
while  the  children  visited  each  of  the  passen- 
gers in  turn,  chased  the  dog  or  talked  to  peo- 
ple out  of  the  car  window  (which  was  kept 
open)  at  stations.  These  trifles  did  not  disturb 
the  equanimity  of  St.  George,  but  his  curiosity 
was  becoming  excited  at  the  passenger  in  the 
state-room.  The  unknown  had  not  shown 
herself  during  the  entire  morning,  so  St.  George 
had  tired  his  eyes  and  strained  his  neck  watch- 
ing for  her  appearance.  Of  course  it  must  be  a 
lady,  he  thought,  and  he  pictured  to  himself  a 
young  and  interesting  one,  not  beautiful  but 
nice  looking.  The  porter  stopped  frequently 
when  passing  the  door  and  came  out  smiling 
either  from  amusement  or  satisfaction,  St. 
George  could  not  decide  which.  The  train  boy 
made  a long  stay,  while  even  the  conductor 
seemed  more  gracious  than  usual.  Every  pas- 
ser-by looked  in,  and  in  fact  she  seemed  the 
centre  of  attraction  for  all.  St.  George  became 
more  and  more  curious  and  impatiently  waited 
to  see  her.  A lady  opposite  who  seemed  to 
be  acquainted,  crossed  over  and  he  heard  the 
hum  of  voices  but  could  not  distinguish  be- 
tween them.  Presently  the  visiting  lady  came 
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out  and  judging  from  the  expression  on  her 
face,  had  been  delightfully  entertained  and  to 
have  made  a pleasant  acquaintance,  as  she  fre- 
quently looked  over  and  smiled. 

Still  the  cars  rattled  on  and  St.  George  had 
read  nearly  two  chapters  in  his  book  of  which 
he  remembered  not  a word.  He  was  rapidly 
nearing  his  destination  when  his  heart  leaped 
to  hear  the  lady  opposite  remark  : “ I guess 
you  had  better  come  over  to  this  seat,”  while 
she  crossed  apparently  to  offer  her  services. 

“At  last,”  he  thought. 

She  returned  with  a bird  cage  containing  a 
parrot  in  one  hand,  a shawl  and  satchel  in  the 
other. 

“ Great  Heavens  ” soliliquized  St.  George, 
“what  next?  not  very  promising  so  far,  I'll 
wager  its  some  old  maid.  No,  impossible !” 

At  that  moment  he  was  startled  by  the 
familiar  shout:  “ Bethlehem,  change  cars  for 
New  York.”  Snatching  his  valise  and  over- 
coat, he  started  to  leave  the  car  and  satisfy  his 
curiosity  at  the  same  time. 

As  he  passed  the  door  he  looked  in — the 
state-room  was  empty. 

“ That  people  can  make  such  fools  of  them- 
selves over  a talking  parrot  for,  is  more  than 
1 can  see,”  he  grumbled  as  he  stumbled  off  the 
steps. 

COMMUNICATION. 

DITORS  of  the  “ Burr:” — Although  it 
is  desirable  to  room  at  Saucon  Hall  and 
to  enjoy  sweet  communion  with  one’s  fellow- 
students  ; yet  it  is  hard,  very  hard,  to  suffer  the 
indignities  of  a monopolized  commons.  If  a 
student  desires  to  room  at  Saucon  Hall,  to  sat- 
isfy the  cravings  of  his  Epicurean  stomach  by 
choosing  his  own  table  in  the  full  confidence 
thereof,  he  is  charged  extra  for  it,  unless  per- 
chance his  choice  falls  upon  Xmas  Hall.  This 
is  part  of  the  contract.  Now  it  is  evident  that 
a caterer  having  such  a contract  as  that  on 
hand  will  soon  grow  independent,  and  his  duty 
toward  his  neighbors  will  become  subservient 
to  his  all-absorbing  self-interest. 


Saucon  Hall  on  account  of  its  proximity  to 
the  buildings  is  an  excellent  place  to  room, 
and  students  once  settled  there,  are  loath  to 
leave.  I believe  it  is  the  desire  of  the  faculty 
to  have  the  Halls  patronized.  If  so  I would 
advise — in  perfeft  good  faith,  of  course — that 
the  contradl  be  remodeled.  Let  the  caterer’s 
table  speak  for  itself,  instead  of  allowing  the 
students,  who  prefer  to  room  in  Saucon,  to  be 
victimized  by  speculators  and  misnomers,  z. 

EXCHANGES. 

SOME  college  papers  are  inclined  to  pass 
judgment  upon  others  according  to  the 
amount  of  college  news  contained  in  them — to 
pronounce  them  good  if  the  amount  be  large, 
quite  the  reverse  if  small.  Such  critics  ought 
to  know  that  college  papers  are  not  published 
for  the  purpose  of  interesting  exchange  editors, 
but  rather  for  the  students  of  the  colleges  at 
which  they  are  issued.  A certain  amount  of 
such  news  is  to  be  desired,  but  it  is  not  impos- 
sible for  a paper  to  be  overloaded  with  it.  We 
generally  find  the  most  interesting  portions  of 
our  exchanges  their  editorials,  short  sketches 
or  exchange  columns.  We  much  prefer  to 
have  college  news  at  first  hands,  and  enjoy 
reading  the  ideas  and  opinions  of  the  college’s 
own  students.  In  the  Jiowdoin  Orient  we  have 
a paper  which,  to  our  tastes,  has  few  equals. 
The  last  number  heartily  urges  action  in  the 
matter  of  originating  college  songs  for  the 
Carmina  Coltegensici  about  to  be  published. 

At  this  period  of  the  year  we  expected  to 
see  and  do  see  many  and  decided  changes  in 
the  style  and  management  of  our  exchanges. 
Some  of  them  begin  another  term  with  a new 
board  of  editors,  others  with  a new  “ get  up,” 
others  with  both  these  combined.  Whatever 
these  changes  may  be,  it  is  to  be  hoped  they 
are  all  for  the  better.  A change  of  editors  at 
this  time,  for  some  reasons,  is  a good  thing. 
It  will  help  to  keep  up  the  standard  of  the 
paper,  whereas  it  no  change  is  made,  the  old 
board  is  apt  to  become  weary  of  their  work, 
and  the  quality  of  the  matter  to  deteriorate. 
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The  holiday  numbers  of  some  of  our  ex- 
changes exhibited  new  covers,  and  among  them 
the  most  tasteful  was  that  of  the  Oberlin  Review  ; 
but  the  inside  of  that  number  was  the  most 
amorphous  interior  of  any  college  paper  t-hat 
was  ever  in  a mail-bag.  This  was  perhaps  all 
the  more  noticeable  inasmuch  as  the  reading 
matter  was  not  at  all  up  to  the  standard.  An 
improvement  could  also  be  made  by  compel- 
ling the  printer  to  purchase  a new  font  of 
“bourgeois.”  That  now  in  use  is  simply  ex- 
ecrable. The  Review  of  the  seventh  of  January 
is  the  most  interesting  number  yet.  It  is  capi- 
tal throughout.  An  editorial  pertinently  speaks 
about  the  ungentlemanliness  of  the  “ inevitable 
clappers”  at  the  public  entertainments  of 
Oberlin. 

College  students  will  never  regret  it,  if 
they  will  take  the  hints  embodied  in  the  fol- 
lowing from  the  Brunonian : “ The  college 
scrap-book  is  rare.  Many  an  alumnus  wishes 
he  had  kept  one  during  the  four  years  of  his 
course.  The  collegian,  as  a rule,  early  in  his 
career  learns  to  garner  with  tenderness  the 
theatre  programme,  and  looks  with  pride  upon 
his  growing  collection,  only  to  leave  it  as  a 
legacy  to  the  unappreciative  freshman  who 
succeeds  to  the  room.  By  the  time  a man 
reaches  his  senior  year,  he  begins  to  realize 
that  jnuch  of  the  documentary  evidence,  so  to 
speak,  of  his  college  days,  is  lost.  Many  a 
graduate  would  give  a large  sum  to  possess  a 
college  scrap-book  from  which  in  after  years 
he  could  refresh  his  memory  of  the  past,  and 
those  who  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  keep 
them,  value  them  most  highly.  Undergraduates 
should  bear  this  in  mind,  and  keep  such  a book 
upon  their  tables,  into  which  may  be  pasted 
programmes  of  college  exhibitions,  reports  of 
college  ball  games,  class-day  invitations,  etc. 
Such  a volume  need  not  cost  a cent.  Any  old 
Patent  Office  or  Agricultural  Report  is  good 
enough  for  the  purpose,  and  the  day  is  sure  to 
come  when  the  pleasure  of  having  such  a pos- 
session will  more  than  pay  for  any  painstaking 
in  preserving  the  motley  contents.” 


KERNELS. 

— Mud  and  slush. 

— Ah  me  ! Conditione  ! 

— Glad  to  see  you  back. 

— 188a,  and  the  gym.  is  not  yet 

— An  exodus  of  boarders  from  Christmas  Hall  is 
threatening. 

— The  room  under  the  President's  office  is  to  he  occu- 
pied by  Prof.  Klein  as  a recitation  room 

— Rumor  whispers  of  an  instructor  in  French  and 
German  soon  to  be  added  to  the  faculty. 

— A case  of  manslaughter  by  a professor:  when  a 
fellow  is  conditioned  and  mortification  immediately  sets 
in.— Ex. 

— Jim  Myers  has  been  quite  sick  with  the  typhoid 
fever;  he  is  now  about,  and  his  regal  presence  gladdens 
the  janitor’s  room. 

— Howe,  ’X5,  is  seriously  ill  with  some  disease  which 
puzzles  the  doctors  He  was  taken  ill  soon  after  reaching 
home  for  the  holidays. 

— Soliloquy  of  a countryman  on  seeing  a bicycle  and 
its  rider  glide  by,  “ Gosh,  all  hemlock;  if  there  ain’t  a 
man  ridin’  a hoop  skirt  ” — Ex 

— An  exchange  wants  to  know  if  our  colleges  turn 
out  gentlemen?  Certainly  not ; the  gentlemen  are  al- 
lowed to  go  on  and  graduate. 

— First  freshman:  “Did  you  get  her  photo  while  you 
were  away  ?”  Second  ditto:  “Well-alt,  the  fact  is,  she 
gave  me  her  negative  !” — Princetonian. 

— This  seems  to  be  a bad  term  for  pocket-books. 
From  twenty  to  thirty  dollars  of  books  and  a laboratory 
deposit  make  a big  hole  in  a month’s  allowance. 

— T utor  (dictating  Greek  prose  composition)  : “ Tell 
me,  slave,  where  is  thy  horse?”  Startled  sophomore: 
“ It’s  under  my  chair,  sir;  I wasn’t  using  it. — Ex. 

— Some  of  the  freshmen  have  to  sit  behind  the  table 
in  the  chemistry  lecture  room.  When  the  lecture  on 
chlorine  is  reached,  those  seats  will  be  at  a discount. 

— The  new  pews  in  chapel  give  a more  churchlike 
appearance  to  the  place  add  to  the  comfort  of  the  stu 
dents,  and  eliminate  one  source  of  noise  and  disturbance. 

— Professor  of  Physics  (asking  question  on  magnet- 
ism): “What  is  a couple?” 

Student  (who  has  been  burning  the  midnight  oil): 
“ T wo  of  a kind  !” 

— A South  Bethlehem  sidewalk  after  a snow  storm 
is  not  exactly  what  the  young  theologian  was  thinking 
about  when  he  spoke  of  “Walking  to  Heaven  on  flow- 
ery beds  of  ease.” 
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— Now  is  heard  the  wail  of  the  man  who  bought  li is 
books  ahead  of  time.  With  new  professors  come  new 
text-books,  and  the  man  who  imitated  the  ant  in  provid- 
ing for  the  future  is  left. 

— We  knew  it  would  have  to  come,  but  the  first  shock 
was  terrible.  We  referred  to  the  state  of  our  “feelinks” 
on  reading  the  first  installment  of  that  ancient  joke 
about  an  umbrella’s  keeping  Lent  all  the  year. 

— The  New  York  Sun  has  trodden  on  the  toes  of  the 
Acta  Columbiana,  and  the  Acta  has  gotten  upon  its  edi- 
torial ear  thereat.  Small  journals  like  the  Sun  should 
be  careful  how  they  poke  up  a well  developed  college 
paper. 

— How  lucky  that  “ Dutch”  grammar  wasn’t  cremated 
last  term.  Four  years  with  German  as  a living  reality 
is  bad  enough,  but  two-and-a-half  with  it  as  a ghost, 
risen  phcenix-like,  from  the  ashes  of  a cremation,  would 
be  fearful. 

— The  plans  for  the  gvmnasium  are  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  architect  of  the  Harvard  gymnasium  for  a final 
revision.  The  latest  experience  and  the  best  talent  have 
been  employed,  and  the  result  will  probably  be  some- 
thing worth  waiting  for. 

— The  examinations  last  term  were  exceptionally  dis- 
astrous to  the  sophomore  and  freshman  classes.  Many 
fell  and  it  is  doubtful  if  some  ever  rise  again  It  reminds 
one  of  old  times  when  half  a class  would  be  mowed 
down  at  the  Christmas  examinations. 

— There  were  33  chairs  in  Prof.  Chandler's  lecture- 
room  ; there  are  52  freshmen  taking  those  lectures. 
With  much  trouble  seats  were  provided  for  all,  but  at 
the  first  lecture  in  stalked  10  scientific  and  classical 
juniors  who  take  up  chemistry  this  term.  The  Pro- 
fessor succumbed. 

— Since  last  term  a new  name  has  been  added  to  our 
corps  of  instructors,  that  of  Mr  L.  P.  Breckenridge. 
Graduating  from  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School  in  ’81  at 
the  head  of  his  class,  he  is  a young  man  of  promise. 

It  is  understood  that  he  is  to  have  the  freshman  class  in 
drawing,  and  the  junior  M.  E ’s  in  n achine  design.  He 
is  a Chi  Phi 

— The  matter  of  an  eating  club  or  a sort  of  co-opera- 
ative  boarding  house,  is  in  agitation.  Certain  students 
are  vigorously  pushing  matters,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
they  will  succeed.  This  project  if  got  well  a-working, 
would  act  as  a sort  of  safety-valve  on  the  boarding 
houses,  and  either  bring  their  prices  down,  or  the  quality 
of  the  food  up. 

— Examinations  were  instituted  to  prevent  a student 
from  becoming  wise  in  his  own  conceit,  for  it  is  in  the 
examination  room  that  he  has  a vivid  realization  of  how 
little  he  knows  The  thought  comes  to  him  o’er  and 
o'er.  “ Why  should  the  spirit  of  mortal  be  proud  f” — 
Oberlin  Review.  Sometimes  they  not  only  knock  the 
conceit  out  of  a man,  but  also  knock  his  underpinning 
out. 

— On  Thursday,  the  5th  of  this  month,  Professor  W. 
A.  Lamberton  of  this  University,  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  McCurdy  of  Philadelphia,  teacher  of  elocution 
in  Vjirard  College.  The  ceremony  took  place  in  the  I 


South  Presbyterian  church  of  that  city,  and  was  attended 
by  many  friends,  prominent  among  whom  were  Dr. 
Coppee  of  Lehigh,  and  President  Allen  of  Girard 
College. 

— -“By  George!”  said  the  local  ed.,  rushing  into  the 
office,  “ Here’s  a good  one;  just  made  it  up.  If  a cer- 
tain young  lady  with  large  hand  should  say  her  gloves 
were  a mile  too  big,  would  you  be  justified  in  telling  her 
that  she  was  drawing  it  miledf  Do  you  tumble?  Ha! 
Ha!”  He  tumbled.  The  managing  ed.’s  aim  was  sure, 
and  the  inkstand  did  its  work,  and  his  gore  mingled  with 
its  contents  in  one  pool  on  the  floor. 

— The  revised  Testament  is  used  in  the  Yale  chapel 
service. 

— It  took  the  Harvard  seniors  eight  hours  to  elect 
their  class  day  officers. 

— The  average  age  of  students  entering  college  now 
is  17.  One  hundred  years  ago  it  was  14. 

— In  the  present  Congress  34  out  of  77  Senators,  and 
128  out  of  293  Representatives  are  college  graduates. 

— The  Princeton  catalogue  is  out ; the  whole  number 
of  students  is  given  at  538,  of  which  475  are  under- 
graduates. 

— It  is  reported  that  President  McCosh  intends  to 
prohibit  Princeton  students  from  being  on  the  streets  at 
night. — Echo. 

— Miss  Helen  Gladstone,  the  daughter  of  the  Premier, 
is  one  of  the  successful  candidates  at  the  Cambridge 
examinations. 

— The  four  largest  college  libraries  in  the  country  are, 
Harvard,  200,000;  Yale,  100,000;  Dartmouth,  50,000; 
Cornell,  40,000. — Ex. 

— At  the  Harvard  gymnasium,  during  the  afternoon, 
every  part  of  the  apparatus  is  in  use,  and  the  number  of 
men  who  exercise  there  increases  constantly. 

— Oberlin  has  gone  over  to  the  mortar  board.  Ober- 
lin has  684  lady  students  ; ergo,  there  will  be  684  dainty 
mortar  boards  adorned  with  bird's  wings  and  ribbons 
perched  on  as  many  chignons.  Oh  ! that  we  were  stu- 
dents at  Oberlin!  The  sight  of  a dainty  row  of  frizzes 
peeping  from  beneath  the  skull  cap  of  a mortar  board 
would  be  irresistible. 

— At  English  universities  the  members  of  the  four 
classes  are  known  as  Freshmen,  Junior  Sophisters,  Senior 
Sophisters  and  Questioners.  In  early  colonial  days  it 
was  supposed  that  the  fourth  class  at  the  American  col- 
leges scarcely  more  than  equaled  in  grade  the  third 
class  at  English  colleges,  and  the  name  of  “Junior  Soph- 
ister”  was  therefore  applied  to  the  third  class,  and  that  of 
“ Senior  Sophister”  to  the  fourth  class.  It  did  not  take 
long  for  these  names  to  contract  into  “Junior”  and 
“ Senior.” — Varsity. 

— Our  cousins  the  ‘Canucks”  evidently  have  some 
backbone  and  know  how  to  act  in  concert.  The  fol- 
lowing article  speaks  for  itself  : 

Thf.  Vacation. — One  of  those  misunderstandings 
between  Faculty  and  undergraduates,  which  at  times 
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disturb  the  equanimity  of  every  University,  occurred 
the  week  before  the  Christmas  vacation  For  some  un- 
defined reason  the  Senate,  this  session,  curtailed  the  va- 
cation by  six  days,  a proceeding  which  was  highly  ob- 
jectionable to  the  students  who  petitioned  almost  in  a 
body  for  the  usual  length  of  holidays.  The  answer  to 
this  petition  was  a meagre  notice  on  the  blackboard  that 
the  petition  would  not  be  granted  on  the  ground  that  if 
the  vacation  were  lengthened  “the  work  of  the  session 
could  not  be  accomplished  ’’  A mass  meeting  of  stu- 
dents was  immediately  called  who  unanimously  and  en- 
thusiastically agreed  to  take  the  extra  number  of  holi- 
days. A committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  a motion 
expressing  the  views  of  the  meeting  This  motion 
which  was  put  up  on  the  bulletin  board  was  somewhat 
impertinent  in  tone  and  expressed  the  intention  of  the 
meeting  to  take  a longer  vacation,  and  also  that  the  men 
present  would  undertake  to  see  that  no  one  should  attend 
classes  before  the  ioth  of  January,  instead  of  the  4th, 
the  date  fixed  by  the  Senate.  This  motion  was  also 
copied  in  one  of  the  daily  papers  Publicity  having 
been  given  to  it  the  motion  took  the  form  of  a threat, 
and  the  Senate  was  compelled  to  take  notice  of  it;  for  it 
amounted  to  a question  as  to  w ho  should  settle  the  length 
of  vacations — the  Faculty  or  the  students  Accordingly 
a notice  appeared  on  the  blackboard  that  whoever  was 
absent  from  lectures  after  the  4th  January  without  a rea- 
sonable excuse,  should  forfeit  the  session  This  was  a 
bold  action  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  was  calculated 
to  send  a general  “cut”  “Up  Salt  Creek,"  to  use  an  ex- 
pression. Another  difficulty  was  the  failure  of  the  com- 
mittee to  get  holiday  rates  from  the  railway  companies 
who  appear  to  have  been  advised  by  the  Faculty  not  to 
grant  such  to  students  of  the  University  for  any  time 
after  the  4th;  although  at  first  the  railways  had  agreed 
to  give  reduced  tickets  up  to  the  10th.  But  the  students 
were  bound  to  have  their  holidays,  so  another  mass 
meeting  was  held,  and  those  present  agreed  to  “cut” 
from  Friday  the  1 6th  till  Thursday  the  2id,  the  day  on 
which  the  vacation  began.  The  railways  had  compro- 
mised in  the  meantime,  and  agreed  to  give  tickets  from 
the  1 6th  to  the  4th  inclusive.  So  on  Friday  most  of  the 
undergrads  left  for  home,  and  on  Monday  there  were 
general  cuts  in  four  classes,  while  the  remainder  went  on 
with  an  attendance  varying  from  one  to  a dozen. 

These  are  the  facts  stated  as  briefly  as  possible  of  the 
late  “ruction"  which  we  refer  to  editorially,  in  another 
column.  — Queen’s  College  Journal. 


CLIPPINGS. 

ONCE  more  my  eager  searching  eyes 
A sight  of  thee  hath  gladdened; 

Once  more  thou  bring'st  a blest  surprise 
To  him  thine  absence  saddened. 

Too  long  thy  pearl  white  hand  hath  pressed 
That  of  some  other  feller. 

Come,  let  me  clasp  thee  to  my  breast, 

My  loved  and  lost  umbrella 

— Res  Academicae. 

Student  hesitates 

Prof.:  “ What  is  the  matter?” 

Student:  “I  don’t  know  the  words.” 

Prof:  “ Oh  ! that’s  your  look  out.” 

Student:  “ I don’t  know  what  Bohnen  means.” 
Prof.:  “ You  ought  to  know  beans."  r-Beacon. 


H E deuce  is  sure  to  pay, 

It  always  is  the  way, 

No  matter  what  I say 
In  poetry  or  prose. 

Some  crabbed  critic’s  eye 
Is  certain  to  espy 
The  simple  things  that  I 
And  such  as  I compose. 

But  though  the  critic's  pen 
May  wound  us  now  and  then, 

We  shall  he  wiser  when 

W e ’ve  suffered  for  a while. 

For  every  time  he  hits 
He  sharpens  up  our  wits, 

Till,  when  occasion  fits, 

We  too  can  use  his  style 

— li  ulgers  Ta  rgu  m . 

LITTLE  PAUL’S  COMPOSITIONS. 

PKOFESSOKS. 

A proffessor  is  a man  wot  professes  to  teach  my 
brother  Bill;  he  sat  s that  sum  of  his  proffessors  have 
moss  on  thare  backs,  and  sum  are  reel  good.  But  my 
father,  he  says  you  don’t  get  good  marx  from  eether. 
Proffessors  is  wot  used  to  go  around  the  streets  disguised, 
to  catch  the  boys  But  they  don't  do  so  now.  I'he 
boys,  they  don’t  go  with  the  proffessors  much  ; my 
brother  Bill  was  a proffessor  wunce,  but  he  never  joined 
the  church 

CH  APPLE. 

The  Chappie  is  on  top  of  Consumtion  hill.  The 
boys  go  thare  in  the  morning  to  study  thare  lessons,  wile 
the  proffessor  reeds  the  bibel.  They  go  thare  in  the 
evening  to  here  the  quire  sing  Sunday  morning  they 
go  to  church  in  the  Chappie;  my  brother  Bill,  he  says 
it  smiler  don't  play  a new  vollentary  he  is  goin’ to  cut. 
The  Chappie  goes  by  bells  At  the  wuns  the  boys  who 
have  et  thare  breakfast,  stand  in  f runt  and  hunt  for  the 
Argo  wether  report  When  the  toos  ring  thay  go  down 
for  the  male  and  when  the  3's  ring  thay  run  up  the  hill 
and  try  to  get  in  the  Chappie  before  the  tores  Mv 
brother  Bill,  he  says  Chappie  may  be  a good  thing,  but 
it  is  to  much  of  a good  thing  It  makes  him  tired. 

— Athensnim. 

— Occupant  of  Slater  to  room-mate—  “There's  a 
mighty  good  thing  in  that  essay  of  yours  in  the  closet.” 

Pleased  author  [e  agerly) — “Is  there  though?  What 
is  it  ? 

“ One  of  Moke’s  sandwitches.”  (Volley  of  books  and 
exit  of  Clitic.)  . —Brunonian. 

— A German,  who  got  it  into  his  head  that  the  Eng- 
lish word  “become"  was  synonymous  with  the  German 
word  bekomrnen,  was  asked  by  a friend  if  he  went  up 
the  Rigi  in  the  train.  “Oh  no!”  said  the  German,  “I 
went  on  foot,  and  became  a jackass.”  . —Advocate. 

— A Professor  says  that  the  word  right,  by  derivation 

means  set  up;  therefore  the  students  conclude  that  after 
class  supper  they  will  be  all  right.  —Orient. 

First  student  to  second — “ He  that  giveth  to  the  poor 
lendeth  to  the  Lord.  Have  you  got  any  tobacco?” 

— Exchange. 
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YOUNG’S 

LEADING 

*<SHAT,  CAP^ 


— o AN Do — 


LARGEST  ASSORTMENT 

0 AND  0 

LOWEST  PRICES. 


60  MAIN  STREET, 

Bethlehem,  Penna. 


BETHLEHEM,  PA. 


GOING,  “THE  JEWELER,” 

Displays  the  largest  assortment  of 


Watches, 

Clocks, 


THE  ONLY  FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL 
IN  TOWN. 


M rs . George  Hoppes , 


AND 

Jewelry 

to  be  found  in  Bethlehem. 


Proprietress. 


PERSONAL  ATTENTION  GIVEN  TO  REPAIRING. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


"OAK  HALL ' 

Clothing  and  Mercantile  Tailoring  Agency 

Offers  a large  an  . seasonable  stock  of 

FRENCH,  ENGLISH  AND  AMERICAN  FABRICS 

To  be  made  to  measure. 

A nobby  and  perfect  fit  G UARANTEED.  The  bed  of  trimmings,  and  SKILLFUL 

WORKMANSHIP  only  employed. 

WE  ARE  SELLING  THE 


AND  TH  E 


THE  BEST  IN  THE  MARKET,  TOGETHER  WITH  A EULL  LINE  OF 

^GENTS'  f FURNISHING  f GOODSV 

We  will  guarantee  satisfaction,  in  every  case,  or  will  refund  the  money.  Call,  examine, 
and  profit,  by  leaving  your  order  with 

J.  J.  LACK,  Agt., 

MERCHANT  TAILOR, 

No.  140  Main  Street , Bethlehem , Pa. 


El] 


CARPETS, 

OIL  CLOTHS, 

WINDOW  SHADES  ^ CORNICES 

LACE  CURTAINS, 

Lambrequin  Materials, 

AND 

FURNISHING 

Goods  generally  at  the 

BEE  HIVE, 

-OLERCH,  RICE  & PERSON. !> 


<1 WM.  H.  JACKSON,  > 

Printer,  Bookseller,  Stationer  i Newsdealer, 

ALSO  DEALER  IN 

PERIODICALS,  MAGAZINES,  &C., 

NO.  IO  THIRD  STREET, 

South  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

WE  HAVE  SOMETHING  NEW: 


French  Tooth  IV ash, 

35  Cents  per  Bottle, 

AT 

JACOBY’S  DRUG  STORE, 

FOURTH  ST.,  NEAR  NEW, 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


FOR  THE  HOLIDAYS. 

OUR  DISPLAY  OF 

HOLIDAY  GOODS 

For  the  coming  season  will  be  the  FINEST  and 
LARGEST  ever  shown. 

CHRISTMAS  CARDS. 

FINE  HOLIDAY  GIFT  BOOKS, 

FINE  RUSSIA  LEATHER  GOODS, 
PORTFOLIOS, 

POCKET  BOOKS, 

LETTER  CASES, 

CARD  CASES, 

FINE  POCKET  CUTLERY, 

CUT  GLASS  INKSTANDS, 
PAPER  WEIGHTS, 

&.C.,  &.C.,  &.C.,  &.C.,  &c. 

GIVE  US  A CALL. 

C.  H.  SCHWARTZ, 

BOOKSELLER  & STATIONER, 

No.  11  South  llain  SI.,  (opposite  Sun  Hotel.) 


SUN  HOTEL, 

Bethlehem,  Pa. 

CEETTRALLY  LOCATED, 

AND 

ONLY  FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL 

IN  THE  CITY. 

TTBWLY  REFITTED. 

0.  T.  ATWOOD. 


A) 

fc  §'  §' 

9 as  ft 

s 


<S> 


i?  A/# 

* 

V 


//.  B.  EGGERT , 


■4>= 


|}f|otaght|j()!i>t* 


■s* 


ROOMS: 


142  SOUTH  MAIN  STREET, 


BETHLEHEM,  PA. 
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THE 

LEHIGH  VALLEY  RAILROAD, 

ROUBLE  TRACE  AND  STEEL  (RAIDS. 


The  PASSENGER  TRAINS  of  this  Road  run  in  DIRECT  CONNECTION  with  trains  for  the 

NORTH,  south:,  east  njajd  west. 


PUL  L MAN  SL  EEPING  and  Parlor  Coaches  on  all  through  trains. 

Four  Trains  daily , ( except  Sundays ) each  way  between  Bethlehem  and  New  York. 
Three  Trains  between  Bethlehem  and  Buffalo. 

Fourteen  Trains  between  Bethlehem  and  Easton , and  Bethlehem  and  Allentown. 
For\  Particulars  ask  at  ^Station  for^Time  Jable.“@h 


E.  B.  EYING TOJV, 

Gen.  Pass.  Agt 


GRADWOHL’S 

LEADING  AND  POPULAR 

DRY  GOODS 

— -W"  AN  D -M- — 

GROCERY  STORE. 


COR.  FOURTH  AND  NEW  STREETS,^ 


ROBT.  IT.  SAYRE, 

Supt.  and  Engineer. 


Either  Sweet  on  Plain,  aije  op  the  Finest 
Qualities,  always  Uniform  and  Reliable. 

m he  seal-skin  mm 


HAND-MADE  CUBAN  STYLE. 

SEND  $3.75,  and  we  will  forward 
by  mail,  registered,  a 50  box  of  tbe 
Seal-Skin  C:<rar. 

This  is  a special  offer  to  enable  smokers  to  test  this 
celebrated  brand.  After  a trial  you  will  smoke  no  other. 

> S.F.MESS&CO. 

Premium  Tobacco  Works,  Rochester,  N.Y. 


SOUTH  BETHLEHEM.  PA. 


